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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

The abstract is objected to because it exceeds 150 words. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-20 objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claims 1, 7, and 14 recite "said supporting portion being provided at a side for contact 
with the elastic roller portion". However, in the specification and the drawings the supporting 
portion (9) does not contact the elastic roller portion (1). Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3, 7-9 and 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Goldie (US 5 ? 749,026). 

Goldie discloses a protecting member (40) for use with a developing device including a 
developing roller (108), for developing an electrostatic latent image formed on an 
electrophotographic photosensitive member (1 10), having an elastic roller portion and a shaft 
portion supporting the elastic roller portion, the developing device further including a developer 
regulating member (1 12) contactable to the elastic roller portion to regulate an amount of the 
developer deposited on the elastic roller portion. 
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Foam part (60) as seen in figure 6 is a contact portion provided at a side for contact with 
the elastic roller portion when the protecting member is demountably mounted between the 
developing roller (108) and the developer regulating member (112). 

The portion of the protecting member (40) that contacts member (112) is a supporting 
portion for supporting the contact portion, the supporting portion being provided at a side for 
contact with the elastic roller portion when the protecting member is demountably mounted 
between the developing roller (108) and the developer regulating member (112). 

The foam (60) is a soft pliable material (col. 3, line 66 - col. 4, line 1), which reads on a 
hardness which is not less than a predetermined value and not more than a hardness of the elastic 
roller portion, and the contact portion is elastic. 

Regarding claim 3, the supporting portion is formed of a thin sheet material which refers 
to any material having sufficient flexibility to be wrapped around a developing roller (col. 6, 
lines 43-45), and MYLAR could be wrapped around the developing roller (col. 6, lines 15-20), 
which reads on a sheet of polyethylene terephthalate resin material. 

Regarding claims 7-9 and 14-16, the protecting member is in a printer cartridge (abstract, 
line 1), which reads on a developer cartridge and a process cartridge. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention' is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole .would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 6, 12, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goldie (US 5,749,026) in view of Ichizawa et al. (JP 05-224575). 

Goldie discloses the apparatus above, but is silent as to the resistivity of the contact 
portion. However, Ichizawa et al. disclose a film sheet (4) with a volume resistivity of not more 
than 10 11 ohm-cm. See abstract, lines 4-5. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to specify the volume resistivity the sheet of Goldie as taught by Ichizawa et al. to 
avoid static electricity and prevent the memory effect (abstract, lines 13-14). 

Claims 13/7 and 20/14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goldie (US 5,749,026) in view of Matsuzaki et al. (JP 2000-132040). 

Goldie discloses the apparatus above, but is silent as to the material of the blade (1 12). 
However, Matsuzaki et al. disclose a doctor blade in detail, including a metal plate (abstract, line 
12). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the doctor blade of Goldie with the resilient metal plate taught by Matsuzaki 
et al. to prevent deformation of the cleaning blade (abstract, lines 11-14). 



Application/Control Number: 10/668,281 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2852 

Claims 13/12 and 20/19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goldie (US 5,749,026) in view of Ichizawa et al. (JP 05-224575) as applied to claims 6, 12, and 
19 above, and further in view of Matsuzaki et al. (JP 2000-1 32040). 

Goldie discloses the apparatus above, but is silent as to the material of the blade (1 12). 
However, Matsuzaki et al. disclose a doctor blade in detail, including a metal plate (abstract, line 
12). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the doctor blade of Goldie with the resilient metal plate taught by Matsuzaki 
et al. to pervert deformation of the cleaning blade (abstract, lines 11-14). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 4 5 5, 10, 11, 17, and 18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the objections above in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Other Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Goto (JP 2000-056535) discloses an member (2) between a developer roller and blade. 
See Figure 5. : 

Kimura et al. (JP 57-210372) disclose a protecting member having a hardness less than a 

sleeve. 

Meyer et al. (US 6,810,221) disclose a protecting member (73 A) between the developing 
roller and the blade to permit static discharge. 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan Gleitz whose telephone number is (571) 272-2134. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday between 9:00AM and 6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Arthur Grim ley can be reached on (571) 272-2136. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





Arthur T. Grimtey 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 



